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With the hundreds of other young 

girls that have joined us, they are 
learning that our work is about domes-
tic issues and international issues, that 
we have to be concerned with what 
happens in our own communities and 
in far places around the world. So it 
has been a good experience for many of 
them. I thank our colleagues for shar-
ing this day with so many special girls 
in this area and around the country. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. GRAMS addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota is recognized. 
f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be able to 
change the previous order and that I be 
allowed to speak for up to 10 minutes 
in morning business following Senator 
DURBIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina, Mr. THUR-
MOND, is recognized. 

(The remarks of Mr. THURMOND per-
taining to the introduction of S. 865 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-

SIONS). We thank the distinguished 
President pro tempore for the remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senator from Il-
linois is recognized. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I send a 
bill to the desk for introduction and 
appropriate referral to committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be received and appropriately re-
ferred. 

(The remarks of Mr. DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 873 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

f 

KOSOVO 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to address for a moment as well 
some reflections on the visit I made 
this past weekend as part of this dele-
gation. It was a delegation that flew 
from Washington Andrews Air Force 
base to Ramstein Air Force Base in 
Germany where we met with General 
Wesley Clark, the Supreme Allied Com-
mander of the NATO forces for our mis-
sion in Kosovo and Serbia. We then 
went to a war room at that base and 
met, as I mentioned earlier, with some 
of the most amazing young men and 
women that America could ever hope 
to bring to this cause. They are so 
filled with energy and commitment 
and enthusiasm that it really makes 
you proud to be an American, to be in 
their midst. You see the amazing tech-
nology at their disposal and realize 

without their dedication and their tal-
ent it would mean little or nothing. 

We flew the next morning from that 
Air Force base directly, on a cargo 
plane, to Albania, one of the poorest 
countries in Europe, where, on a 
lengthy landing strip, we saw one of 
the most massive humanitarian efforts 
undertaken since World War II in Eu-
rope. Countries literally from all over 
the world are rallying for the Kosovo 
refugees. Among them you could see 
evidence of humanitarian assistance 
from the French, the Swedes, of course 
the Americans; helicopters from the 
United Arab Emirates—so many dif-
ferent countries coming together in 
this humanitarian undertaking. The 
men and women who have to endure 
the most primitive conditions living 
there to protect this humanitarian air-
lift, again, deserve our praise, because 
there they sit literally on a muddy 
delta in their tents doing their duty. I 
was proud to represent this Nation and 
represent the State of Illinois in 
thanking them so much for their sac-
rifice. 

We flew from Albania, after meeting 
with the Prime Minister, to Macedonia, 
part of the trip which I may never for-
get as long as I live, because we visited 
a refugee camp at a place outside of 
Skopje, Macedonia, the camp known as 
Brazda, or Stakovac. Two weeks ago, 
this camp did not exist. Today, it has 
32,000 people in it. In the 48 hours be-
fore we arrived, over 7,000 refugees 
came across the border out of Kosovo, 
looking for safety. 

I walked into that camp which had 
been built by NATO and was being 
managed by the Catholic Relief Serv-
ices and was literally mobbed when I 
offered a piece of candy to a young 
child. They saw an American with a 
bag full of candy and they wanted to 
come up and meet me right away. I 
passed out a lot of these Hershey Kiss-
es to the kids, and their parents stood 
around. With a translator, I asked 
them: Why are you here? Open-ended 
question, no propaganda: Why did you 
leave Kosovo? 

The story was the same over and over 
again. Simple people leading ordinary 
lives in the villages of Kosovo would 
hear a knock on the door in the middle 
of the night, only to be greeted by peo-
ple in black ski masks, some of whom 
they knew right away to be their 
neighbors, who announced they had 5 
minutes to pick up anything they 
wanted to pick up with them and leave 
the country because their house was 
about to be burned down or blown up. 
In many cases, the head of the family, 
if he were a young adult male, was 
taken away from them. The rest were 
pushed out in the road and they started 
their walk, their walk to safety, their 
walk out of Kosovo. 

You know, when you see pictures of 
refugee camps around the world, you 
see some very sad scenes. Many times 
the people are very poor, starving, very 
sick, some dying on the spot. That was 
not the case at these refugee camps. 

These people, as I said, were ordinary 
people leading their lives, who were 
disrupted because of Slobodan 
Milosevic’s ethnic cleansing. What was 
their crime? They committed no crime 
other than to have, as far as Mr. 
Milosevic was concerned, the wrong 
ethnic background, the wrong culture, 
the wrong religion. You see, he is 
cleansing his country, as he says, of 
these undesirables. 

I am not sure what the word genocide 
means to most people, but when I saw 
these people, the tens of thousands, 
shunned, rejected, persecuted and 
pushed out of their homes, now trying 
to make a simple life in a refugee 
camp, I understood genocide and 
‘‘geno-suffering.’’ 

Some people ask a question: Why is 
the United States involved in this? 
Why do we care? What does this have 
to do with America? Come on, these 
are people in Serbia and they always 
fight, don’t they? 

I think there is more to the story be-
cause what is at stake here is Europe, 
and Europe has always had a special 
meaning to the United States. In this 
century, we fought two World Wars, we 
have given the best of our country in 
defense of causes that we felt were 
right against Nazism, against com-
munism, to make certain that Europe 
was peaceful, had stability, was there, 
and they were friends of the United 
States. It means something to the peo-
ple of Europe. 

This morning, as part of the NATO 
summit, the Polish Prime Minister 
came here on Capitol Hill. It was a 
wonderful celebratory gathering, for 
breakfast: Poland, so proud and happy 
to be part of NATO. Think of that, that 
this country that went through such 
deprivation during World War II under 
the heel of communism for so many 
decades had finally pushed it aside 
through their own courage and deter-
mination and said once and for all: We 
are not neutral in our future. We are 
part of the West. We want to be part of 
NATO. That is where we belong. 

I am proud of that, proud of that as 
an American that Hungary, the Czech 
Republic and Poland became part of 
NATO and are dedicated to the prin-
ciple of democracy, something we are 
all about in the United States. What a 
great celebration will happen in Wash-
ington, even under the shadow of the 
war that goes on, as these NATO allies 
come together, determined to make a 
better future in Europe. That is one of 
the reasons we are there. 

Second, NATO itself is being tested. 
The NATO alliance has come forward 
and said we will not allow a dictator in 
Europe who pursues these policies of 
genocide, who has initiated four wars 
in 10 years, who tomorrow will start 
another war and pick some more inno-
cent victims—we cannot have a stable 
Europe with this in place. Slobodan 
Milosevic must be stopped. Mr. Presi-
dent, 18 allied nations turned to the 
United States and said: Are you with 
us? Will you be with us in this mission? 
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